August 4, 2007

FARM, NUTRITION, AND
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2419) to provide
for the continuation of argicultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for other
purposes:

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Chairman, | want to lend
my support to the committee-passed Farm Bill,
and specifically the provisions related to re-
search. In my District we have one of the Na-
tion’s best research teams at Tarleton State
University, and through the expansion of the
research title we have the opportunity to use
this resource and further address water quality
and dairy industry issues.

In the bill there is an expansion of the Nutri-
ent Management Research Provision to allow
us to address “unique regional concerns” and
“dairy cattle waste”—both of which are ideally
suited for the work being done at Tarleton
State University. Accompanying this expansion
is report language that calls attention to the
challenges and opportunities facing the South-
west dairy industry, and environmental secu-
rity issues addressed through the Texas Insti-
tute for Applied Environmental Research
(TIAER) and the Southwest Regional Dairy
Center.

This language will allow the Department of
Agriculture to use a program such as TIAER
for further development of cost efficient tools
and policies for agriculture, with the goal of
cleaner water through better science and re-
search. This expanded language will also pro-
vide expanded dairy research initiatives in line
with research already in place at Tarleton. The
State of Texas has invested $11.1 million dol-
lars to construct the Southwest Regional Dairy
Center at Tarleton to address the needs of the
robust dairy industry in the Southwest Region
of the United States. The Southwest Region is
predicted to host the greatest concentration of
dairies in the nation within 15 years. This rapid
expansion will create unique economic and
environmental challenges and opportunities.
It's fitting that we, the Federal Government,
also do our part in supporting this initiative by
giving it authorization to further develop this
regional opportunity.

The bill also provides for expanded research
in the Chesapeake Bay, and TIAER is unique-
ly qualified to assist with the further develop-
ment of this research activity. By using their
expertise in water quality policy, monitoring,
and modeling we can take advantage of exist-
ing research capabilities to expedite the goals
of the Chesapeake Bay initiative. | hope these
two programs are authorized and funded, as it
would be foolish and wasteful to ignore and
duplicate the experience and talent we have
developed over the years.

It is clear that the research language is in-
tended for the use in developing sound sci-
entific, economic and environmentally effective
research and watershed programs. Through
programs like TIAER and the Southwest Re-
gional Dairy Center we will see coordinated
research with other research institutions and
universities on watershed programs, modeling
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tools, monitoring, applied research, and dairy
cattle waste management to include bioenergy
recovery. With federal assistance, the South-
west Regional Dairy Center will research, de-
velop, and implement programs to recover en-
ergy and other useful products from dairy
waste and identify best management practices
in support of the dairy industry.

The research provisions expanded in this
bill would place TIAER as the leader in water-
shed modeling and allow them to establish the
International Modeling Application Clearing-
house. With this action we can save millions
of dollars through coordinated research activi-
ties. If authorized, TIAER will also facilitate the
use of the Center for Environment and Private
Lands (CEPL) and Industry Led Solutions
(ILS) under the direction of the Institute. With
past Congressional funding, ILS provides for a
group of commodity diverse producers from
geographically different parts of the U.S. to ex-
amine environmental policy options for private
landowners. This group has been proactive in
examining environmental initiatives that affect
agriculture.

| appreciate the Committee recognizing the
need for the additional research in water qual-
ity, modeling, program development, moni-
toring, animal waste management and bio-
energy recovery for the southwest dairy indus-
try. While | continue to encourage expansion
of this language to outline not only the work to
be done through groups like Tarleton and the
Institute, | realize this is the first step in mak-
ing sure that quality research is not only sci-
entifically sound, but cost efficient.

| echo the committee in encouraging the
Secretary of Agriculture to establish these pro-
grams promptly so that we can soundly ad-
dress environmental and water quality issues
and how they relate to agriculture.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF PULMONARY
HYPERTENSION RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION ACT OF 2007

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 3, 2007

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, today | join
my friend KEVIN BRADY of Texas in introducing
the Pulmonary Hypertension Research and
Education Act of 2007. This legislation will ex-
pand research and training efforts for treat-
ment and an eventual cure for pulmonary hy-
pertension, while establishing a nationwide
clinical research network.

Pulmonary hypertension, more commonly
referred to as PH, is a silent killer that in-
creases the blood pressure in the lungs to
dangerous levels. As the walls of the arteries
that take blood from the right to the left side
of the heart thicken and constrict, the heart
must pump harder and harder, ultimately fail-
ing over time.

Over the past 5 years the number of pa-
tients of this deadly disorder has increased
from 3,000 in 2001 to as many as 30,000 di-
agnoses in 2006. Among them is my 22-year-
old granddaughter, Charity, who was diag-
nosed with PH in 2004. In following her treat-
ment, | know all too well the need for in-
creased education of medical professionals.
With the growing number of patients, new and
more effective treatments are becoming avail-
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able for PH sufferers, but effective manage-
ment of this condition remains complicated. It
requires the close supervision of a highly-
trained medical professional, and someone
who is dedicated to remaining on the cutting-
edge of treating this disease.

| believe our bill would give the National
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute the tools they
need to improve collaboration among the top
PH research centers and to reduce the inci-
dents of misdiagnosis. | am hopeful that this
legislation would create avenues for dissemi-
nating new and life-saving knowledge among
experts.

Madam Speaker, the causes of pulmonary
hypertension are still not fully understood. And
it pains me to no end to note that there is no
known cure. We can not waste anymore time.
We must act swiftly to save 30,000 vibrant
lives, including that of my own beautiful grand-
daughter, from this slow and steady killer. |
hope my colleagues will join me and Mr.
BRADY in putting the full force of Congress be-
hind this important research.

———

CREATING OFFICE OF CHIEF FI-
NANCIAL OFFICER OF THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE VIRGIN IS-
LANDS

SPEECH OF

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2007

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
2107 fulfills my commitment to my constituents
to continue the effort to create a Chief Finan-
cial Officer for the Territory. This is the third
time that this legislation has been on the floor
of the House. However, the other body failed
to act on it in the previous two Congresses.

When | first introduced the idea of a CFO
for the Virgin Islands in 2005, | did so in re-
sponse to the concerns, complaints and dis-
trust of government voiced by my constituents
and as a measure to prevent the territory,
which was experiencing a serious financial cri-
sis, from falling into the abyss of fiscal insol-
vency. | believed then, as | do now, that hav-
ing such an office in our government, free of
political pressures and with the statutory re-
sponsibility and authority to certify revenue
projections and prevent deficit spending, could
assist our government to establish sound fi-
nancial practices which would put the Islands
on the path to improved financial management
going forward. Because of our long history of
poor financial management and practices, an
office such as this would also help to imme-
diately restore the confidence of the Federal
Government and others in our ability to be fis-
cally transparent and accountable.

As | have said on this floor and in many
other settings, in drafting H.R. 2017 | looked
at the example and record of what having
such a position has meant to the financial
management and fiscal health of the District of
Columbia.

After having decades of fiscal mismanage-
ment and protracted deficits, the District today
enjoys annual balanced budgets and sur-
pluses under the stewardship of a Chief Fi-
nancial Officer; an office that was voluntarily
retained by the city after the mandated office
went away with the end of their Financial Con-
trol Board. Both the general public and elected



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-12T18:44:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




